
• Frame rail.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN)
The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) plate is

attached to the top left side of the instrument panel.
The VIN contains 17 characters that provide data
concerning the vehicle. Refer to the decoding chart to
determine the identification of a vehicle. The Vehicle
Identification Number is also imprinted on the:

• Body Code Plate.
• Equipment Identification Plate.
• Vehicle Safety Certification Label.
VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER DECODING CHART

POSITION INTERPRETATION CODE = DESCRIPTION

1 Country of Origin 1 = United States

2 Make J = Jeep

3 Vehicle Type 4 = MPV

4 Gross Vehicle Weight Rating G = 5001-6000 lbs.

5 Vehicle Line X = Grand Cherokee 4X2 (LHD)
Z = Grand Cherokee 4X4 (LHD)

6 Series 5 = Laredo
7 = Limited

7 Body Style 8 = 4dr Sport Utility

8 Engine S = 4.0 Liter
Y = 5.2 Liter
Z = 5.9 Liter

9 Check Digit

10 Model Year V = 1997

11 Assembly Plant C = Jefferson Assembly

12 thru 17 Vehicle Build Sequence
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VEHICLE SAFETY CERTIFICATION LABEL
A vehicle safety certification label (Fig. 1) is

attached to every Chrysler Corporation vehicle. The
label certifies that the vehicle conforms to all appli-
cable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards. The
label also lists:

• Month and year of vehicle manufacture.
• Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR). The gross

front and rear axle weight ratings (GAWR’s) are
based on a minimum rim size and maximum cold tire
inflation pressure.

• Vehicle Identification Number (VIN).
• Type of vehicle.
• Type of rear wheels.
• Bar code.
• Month, Day and Hour (MDH) of final assembly.
• Paint and Trim codes.
• Country of origin.
The label is located on the driver-side door shut-

face.

BODY CODE PLATE
A metal Body Code plate is attached to the top, left

side of the radiator reinforcement. The information
listed on the plate (Fig. 2) is used for manufacturing
and service purposes.

VEHICLE DIMENSIONS
The Vehicle Dimensions chart provides the dimen-

sions for each type of Grand Cherokee vehicle.

GENERAL INFORMATION (Continued)
Fig. 1 Vehicle Safety CertificationLabel—Typical

Fig. 2 Body Code Plate
EXTERIOR DIMENSIONS

WHEELBASE
cm/in

TRACK
FRONT-REAR

cm/in

LENGTH OVERALL
WIDTH
cm/in

HEIGHT

269.1
105.9

147.3 — 147.3
58.0 — 58.0

448.8
176.7

176.0
69.3

164.3
64.7

INTERIOR DIMENSIONS

HEAD
FRONT-REAR

cm/in

LEG
FRONT-REAR

cm/in

SHOULDER
FRONT-REAR

cm/in

HIP
FRONT-REAR

cm/in

98.8 — 99.0
38.9— 39.0

103.8 — 90.6
40.9 — 35.7

148.0 — 146.3
58.3 — 57.6

146.8 — 125.2
57.8 — 49.3
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INTERNATIONAL CONTROL AND DISPLAY SYMBOLS

Fig. 3

GENERAL INFORMATION (Continued)
INTERNATIONAL VEHICLE CONTROL AND DISPLAY
SYMBOLS

INTERNATIONAL VEHICLE CONTROL AND
DISPLAY SYMBOLS

The graphic symbols illustrated in the following
chart (Fig. 3) are used to identify various instrument
controls. The symbols correspond to the controls and
displays that are located on the instrument panel.

FASTENER IDENTIFICATION

FASTENER IDENTIFICATION

THREAD IDENTIFICATION
SAE and metric bolt/nut threads are not the same.

The difference is described in the Thread Notation
chart (Fig. 4).

GRADE/CLASS IDENTIFICATION
The SAE bolt strength grades range from grade 2

to grade 8. The higher the grade number, the greater
the bolt strength. Identification is determined by the
line marks on the top of each bolt head. The actual
bolt strength grade corresponds to the number of line
marks plus 2. The most commonly used metric bolt
strength classes are 9.8 and 12.9. The metric
strength class identification number is imprinted on
the head of the bolt. The higher the class number,
the greater the bolt strength. Some metric nuts are
imprinted with a single-digit strength class on the
nut face. Refer to the Fastener Identification and
Fastener Strength Charts.

Fig. 4 Thread Notation—SAE and Metric
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FASTENER IDENTIFICATION

GENERAL INFORMATION (Continued)



HOW TO DETERMINE BOLT STRENGTH Mark Class Mark ClassHexagon headbolt Bolt head No. Stud bolt No markNo markHexagonflange boltw/washerhexagon boltNo mark Grooved Hexagon head boltTwo protrudinglines Hexagonflange boltw/washerhexagon boltTwo protrudinglinesWelded bolt Hexagon headbolt Three protruding linesHexagon headbolt Four protrudinglines

ZG INTRODUCTION 5
FASTENER STRENGTH

GENERAL INFORMATION (Continued)



Multiply ByTo Get MultiplyByTo Getin-lbs.ft.-lbs.= Newton-Meters (N·m)= Newton-Meters (N·m)N·mN·m= in-lbs.= ft.-lbs.Inches Hg (60°F)psi= Kilopascals (kPa)= Kilopascals (kPa)kPakPa= Inches Hg= psiInchesFeetYardsMiles= Millimeters (mm)= Meters (M)= Meters (M)= Kilometers (Km)mmMMKm= Inches= Feet= Yards= MilesmphFeet/Sec.Kilometers/Hr.mph= Kilometers/Hr. (Km/h)= Meters/Sec. (M/S)= Meters/Sec. (M/S)= Meters/Sec. (M/S)Km/hM/SM/SM/S= mph= Feet/Sec.= Kilometers/Hr.= mphCOMMON METRIC EQUIVA-LENTS1 Inch = 25 Millimeters1 Foot = 0.3 Meter1 Yard = 0.9 Meter1 Mile = 1.6 Kilometers1 Cubic Inch = 16 Cubic Cen-timeters1 Cubic Foot = 0.03 CubicMeter1 Cubic Yard = 0.8 CubicMeter
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CONVERSION FORMULAS AND EQUIVALENT VALUES

Multiply By To Get Multiply By To Get

in-lbs x 0.11298 = Newton-Meters (N·m) N·m x 8.851 = in-lbs
ft-lbs x 1.3558 = Newton-Meters (N·m) N·m x 0.7376 = ft-lbs
Inches Hg (60°F) x 3.377 = Kilopascals (kPa) kPa x 0.2961 = Inches Hg
psi x 6.895 = Kilopascals (kPa) kPa x 0.145 = psi
Inches x 25.4 = Millimeters (mm) mm x 0.03937 = Inches
Feet x 0.3048 = Meters (M) M x 3.281 = Feet
Yards x 0.9144 = Meters (M) M x 1.0936 = Yards
Miles x 1.6093 = Kilometers (Km) Km x 0.6214 = Miles
mph x 1.6093 = Kilometers/Hr. (Km/h) Km/h x 0.6214 = mph
Feet/Sec. x 0.3048 = Meters/Sec. (M/S) M/S x 3.281 = Feet/Sec.
Kilometers/Hr. x 0.27778 = Meters/Sec. (M/S) M/S x 3.600 = Kilometers/Hr.
mph x 0.4470 = Meters/Sec. (M/S) M/S x 2.237 = mph

COMMON METRIC EQUIVALENTS
1 Inch = 25 Millimeters 1 Cubic Inch = 16 Cubic Centimeters
1 Foot = 0.3 Meter 1 Cubic Foot = 0.03 Cubic Meter
1 Yard = 0.9 Meter 1 Cubic Yard = 0.8 Cubic Meter
1 Mile = 1.6 Kilometers

GENERAL INFORMATION (Continued)
METRIC SYSTEM

WARNING: USE OF AN INCORRECT FASTENER
MAY RESULT IN COMPONENT DAMAGE OR PER-
SONAL INJURY.

Figure art, specifications and torque references in
this Service Manual are identified in metric and SAE
format.

During any maintenance or repair procedures, it is
important to salvage metric fasteners (nuts, bolts,
etc.) for reassembly. If the fastener is not salvage-
able, a fastener of equivalent specification should be
used.

The metric system is based on quantities of one,
ten, one hundred, one thousand and one million (Fig.
5).

The following chart will assist in converting metric
units to equivalent English and SAE units, or vise
versa.

Refer to the Conversion Chart to convert torque
values listed in metric Newton- meters (N·m). Also,
use the chart to convert between millimeters (mm)
and inches (in.)

TORQUE REFERENCES
Individual Torque Charts appear at the end of

many Groups. Refer to the Standard Torque Specifi-
cations Chart for torque references not listed in the
individual torque charts.

Fig. 5 Metric Prefixes
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SPECIFIED TORQUE FOR STANDARD BOLTSClass Diametermm Pitchmm Specified torque Hexagon head boltHexagon flange bolt N·m kgf-cmft.-lbfN·mkgf-cmft.-lbf48 in.-lbf52 in.-lbf56 in.-lbf65 in.-lbf69 in.-lbf78 in.-lbf
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TORQUE SPECIFICATIONS
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GENERAL INFORMATION

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN)
The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) plate is

attached to the top left side of the instrument panel.
The VIN contains 17 characters that provide data
concerning the vehicle. Refer to the decoding chart to
determine the identification of a vehicle. The Vehicle
Identification Number is also imprinted on the:

• Body Code Plate.
• Equipment Identification Plate.
• Vehicle Safety Certification Label.
• Frame rail.
VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER DECODING CHART

POSITION INTERPRETATION CODE = DESCRIPTION

1 Country of Origin 1 = United States

2 Make J = Jeep

3 Vehicle Type 4 = MPV

4 Gross Vehicle Weight Rating G = 5001-6000 lbs.

5 Vehicle Line X = Grand Cherokee 4X2 (LHD)
Z = Grand Cherokee 4X4 (LHD)/(RHD)

6 Transmission B = 4 Speed Auto
N = 5 Speed Manual

7 Body Style 8 = 4dr Sport Utility

8 Engine M = 2.5 Liter Diesel
S = 4.0 Liter
Y = 5.2 Liter

9 Check Digit

10 Model Year U = 1997

11 Assembly Plant Y = Graz Assembly

12 thru 17 Vehicle Build Sequence
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